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Forestville United Method-
ist Church 

6550 Covey Road 
Forestville, CA  95436 

(707) 887-2020 
forestvilleumc@sonic.net 
www.forestvilleumc.org 

 
Sunday Worship:11:00am 

 

Iunisi Tovo , Pastor 
(707) 791-8293 
Email:  tovoiu-
nisigmail.com 

 

Kerry McCauley,  
Office Manager 
(707) 887-2020 

Email:  
 forestvilleumc@sonic.net 

Office Hours Mon-Wed  
8am - 1:30pm 

Thurs 8am-11:30am 
 

                             January Grapevine 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.”Ê-ÊRomansÊ12:Ê2ÊNIV 

       Happy New Year 2024! 

Following Jesus, Thriving in Community and Healing the world  

 ÊBeÊ gratefulÊ toÊ theÊ LordÊ forÊ aÊ freshÊ startÊ inÊ 2024.Ê LetÊ usÊ moveÊ onÊÊÊ
unitedÊÊwithÊnewÊhopes,ÊnewÊresolution,ÊandÊnewÊspiritÊinÊtheÊLord.Ê 

SingÊtoÊtheÊLordÊaÊnewÊsong!ÊSingÊtoÊtheÊLordÊallÊtheÊearth!ÊSingÊtoÊtheÊLord,Ê
blessÊHisÊname!ÊShareÊtheÊnewsÊofÊhisÊsavingÊworkÊeveryÊsingleÊday!Ê(PsalmÊ
96:1Ê&Ê2)ÊÊThatÊisÊtheÊsoundÊofÊjoy,ÊofÊwhatÊGodÊhasÊdoneÊforÊhisÊpeopleÊ(us);ÊÊ
whoÊputÊtheirÊtrustÊandÊhopeÊinÊtheÊLord;ÊpeopleÊwhoÊhaveÊbeenÊentrustedÊbyÊ
theÊSpiritÊofÊ theÊLordÊ throughoutÊ theÊpastÊyear.ÊThereÊ isÊanÊoldÊsaying,Ê ‘“In 
the New Year, never forget to thank your past years because they enabled 
you to reach today. Without the stairs of the past, you cannot arrive at the 
future.”ÊIÊhopeÊweÊallÊrealizeÊthatÊeverydayÊisÊaÊfreshÊstartÊforÊallÊofÊus.ÊThatÊ
everyÊsunriseÊisÊaÊnewÊchapterÊinÊourÊlivesÊwaitingÊtoÊbeÊwritten.Ê 

WeÊhaveÊpassedÊ throughÊAdvent.ÊWeÊpreparedÊandÊ anticipatedÊ theÊ
arrivalÊofÊtheÊImmanuelÊ-ÊGodÊisÊwithÊus.ÊWeÊbelieveÊthatÊweÊallÊexperiencedÊ
theÊwarmthÊofÊtheÊseasonÊandÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊbeingÊremindedÊofÊwhatÊandÊ
howÊweÊdidÊit.ÊWeÊpassedÊtheÊChristmasÊseasonÊtoo.ÊNowÊweÊareÊinÊtheÊsea-
sonÊofÊEpiphany.Ê ÊTimeÊ flies.Ê ÊAlthoughÊChristianÊseasonsÊdifferÊbyÊnamesÊ
andÊScripturalÊreadings,ÊtheÊÊjoyÊofÊbeingÊphysicallyÊaliveÊÊinÊaÊNewÊYearÊwithÊ
allÊofÊourÊlovedÊonesÊsurroundingÊusÊisÊmuchÊmoreÊtoÊcelebrateÊthanÊwordsÊ
alone.Ê Ê OurÊ differentÊ traditionalÊ culturesÊ mayÊ haveÊ dictatedÊ theÊ individualÊÊ
celebrationÊofÊtheÊNewÊYearÊbutÊdeepÊinÊourÊhearts,ÊtheÊbasicÊexaltationÊisÊtoÊ
GodÊ andÊ hisÊ allÊ powerfulÊ andÊ unconditionalÊ loveÊ isÊ whatÊ matters.Ê PaulÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
encouragedÊusÊthatÊtrustingÊwithÊfaithÊinÊGodÊÊcanÊtransformÊusÊinÊrenewingÊ
ourÊ minds.Ê SomeÊ peopleÊ produceÊ newÊ goalsÊ andÊ newÊ resolutionsÊ forÊ theÊ
NewÊYear,Ê however,Ê IÊ findÊ itÊ veryÊ comfortingÊ inÊ discerningÊPaul'sÊwordsÊ ofÊ
“renewing of the minds.”Ê ItÊ isÊ likeÊ aÊ standardÊ teachingÊ inÊ ourÊ faithÊ basedÊÊÊÊ
denominationÊ atÊ allÊ timesÊ toÊ proclaimÊ theÊ loveÊ ofÊ GodÊ andÊ shareÊ itÊ withÊÊÊÊÊ
othersÊforÊtheÊhealingÊofÊtheÊworld.Ê 

 ÊBeÊgratefulÊtoÊtheÊLordÊforÊaÊfreshÊstartÊinÊ2024.ÊLetÊusÊuniteÊandÊ
moveÊonÊwithÊnewÊhopes,ÊnewÊresolution,ÊnewÊspiritÊinÊtheÊLord.Ê 

Shalom 

IunisiÊTovo 
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Readings and Titles for January 2024 

January 7, 2024  

Readings:  Matthew 2:1-12;  Mark 1:4-11 

Message:  God delights in the person and ministry of Jesus 

We hear God’s word in many ways. As Jesus rises from the waters of the river Jordan, he 

hears God speak words of blessing. At the start of a new calendar year, we begin anew. 

As we celebrate the baptism of the Lord, we celebrate new beginnings, for God is always 

at work, creating and calling forth blessings. 024  

 

January 14, 2024 

Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10             John 1: 43-51 

Message:   Do we know our calling? 

God calls us when we are young, when we are middle aged, even when the sun is setting 

in our lives.  Because of this, much is expected of us. If we pay attention and open our 

eyes, we will truly see God’s wondrous works in our lives. Nathaniel is convinced to floor 

Jesus because Jesus saw him sitting under a fig tree.  Whether we are lying down or 

merely growing in our mother’s wombs, God searches us and knows us, comes to us and 

ministers to us, and is with us and within us.  

 

January 21, 2024 

Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10   Mark 1:14-20 

Message:  Just trust in God! 

This Epiphany season starts to move slowly from the darkness of waiting to the expan-

sive light of awareness. We read about God's calling and the beginning of our disciple-

ship journey. Although human distractions and willfulness will occur, however,  the need 

to be grounded in God will prevail.  
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Readings and Titles for January 2024 (cont.) 

 

January 28, 2024   Robin Shanda  

Readings:    Psalm 111      1 Corinthians 8:1-13  

Title:  When you’re 100% right, you’re 100% wrong!  

Psalm is praising God for his good work. Praise God for establishing the covenant and 

keeping it with the community. Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteous-

ness endures forever. The epistle is talking of the issue of food sacrificed to idols con-

cerns the potential  conflict between the freedom that accompanies knowledge and 

the obligation to love.  

 

 

 

Prayer and Care Corner 
 

Bob Knight, The Schultz Family, Tom Glover, Tina Guerra, Pastor Iunisi &          
Family, Robin Shanda, Beth Beazor, Nedra Beazor and Jett Trappe,                  

Barbara St Louis, Anita Lyons and Family and Greg Aunger 
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December 

 

 

 

 

MeenaÊandÊClaireÊUtarid UMWÊChristmasÊLunch 

“AdventÊMedley”ÊÊÊ UMWÊAdventÊSoupÊ 

Advent 
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MISSIONS,ÊOUTREACH,ÊANDÊFELLOWSHIP 

 Submitted by Mike Mortensson 

 

 

Beginning in January, weÊwillÊ haveÊaÊnewÊcommitteeÊworkingÊonÊ‘outreach’ inÊourÊcommunity.ÊÊ
SomeÊofÊtheÊideasÊthatÊhaveÊbeenÊbroughtÊforwardÊare:ÊservingÊaÊlunchÊonceÊaÊmonthÊforÊourÊneigh-
borsÊandÊservingÊaÊbreakfastÊonceÊaÊweekÊforÊstudentsÊatÊLagunaÊHighÊSchoolÊ(ElÊMolinoÊcampus).ÊÊ
WeÊwelcomeÊanyÊotherÊnewÊideasÊtoÊserveÊourÊcommunityÊ–ÊputÊonÊyourÊthinkingÊcapÊandÊofferÊfel-
lowshipÊideasÊandÊyourÊvolunteerÊserviceÊtoÊtheÊMissionÊandÊOutreachÊTeam!Ê 
 
We’reÊalsoÊdiscussingÊstartingÊupÊSoul Café again.ÊÊForÊthoseÊwhoÊareÊnotÊfamiliarÊwithÊSoulÊCafé;ÊÊÊÊ
itÊ isÊaÊsoupÊsupperÊpreparedÊbyÊaÊ localÊnon-profit,ÊandÊmusicÊ inÊ theÊSanctuaryÊbyÊ localÊmusicians.ÊÊÊÊ
AÊ collectionÊ isÊ takenÊ forÊ theÊmusicians;Ê theÊ supperÊ (soup,Ê salad,Ê andÊ bread)Ê isÊ $10Ê ofÊwhichÊ ourÊ
churchÊgetsÊ10ÊpercentÊandÊtheÊnon-profitÊgetsÊ90Êpercent.Ê 
 

ItÊ isÊheldÊonÊaÊSundayÊeveningÊ fromÊ5:00Ê–Ê6:30pmÊeveryÊotherÊmonth.Ê Ê ItÊdoesÊneedÊquiteÊaÊ fewÊÊÊ
volunteersÊ forÊsetÊupÊandÊ takeÊdownÊandÊcollectingÊandÊcountingÊ theÊmoney,Êetc.Ê ÊWeÊhadÊaÊveryÊ
goodÊturnÊoutÊfromÊtheÊcommunityÊwhenÊweÊwereÊhavingÊSoulÊCaféÊ(preÊpandemic). 
 
The Just Off-Center Thrift Store openedÊonÊNovemberÊ5,Ê2022.ÊÊInÊtheÊfirstÊyearÊtheÊThriftÊStoreÊ
raisedÊoverÊ$5000ÊforÊchurchÊprograms.ÊÊNowÊinÊourÊsecondÊyearÊtheÊThriftÊStoreÊhasÊcommittedÊaÊ
minimumÊdonationÊofÊ$250ÊperÊmonthÊasÊaÊ“fundraiser”.ÊÊÊWeÊurgeÊyouÊtoÊstopÊbyÊwhenÊwe’reÊopenÊ
toÊseeÊwhatÊgoodÊdealsÊareÊavailableÊtoÊyou! 
 

TheÊThriftÊStoreÊisÊopenÊfromÊ10am-2pm onÊtheÊfirstÊSaturdayÊofÊeveryÊmonth.ÊÊWeÊareÊopenÊonÊaÊ
fewÊotherÊspecialÊdaysÊ–ÊwatchÊtheÊsignÊinÊtheÊchurchÊparkingÊlot.ÊÊWeÊneedÊÊmoreÊvolunteersÊtoÊstaffÊ
theÊstoreÊandÊhandleÊsortingÊandÊdisplayingÊ items.Ê Ê ÊContactÊJoanÊMortenssonÊorÊVickieÊHoldenÊtoÊ
offerÊyourÊservices. 
 
Hey MEN!  It’sÊbeenÊaÊwhileÊsinceÊtheÊUnited Methodist Men gatheredÊonÊaÊSaturdayÊmorningÊforÊ
breakfast,ÊmeditationÊandÊworkÊprojects.ÊÊButÊtheÊneedÊtoÊofferÊopportunitiesÊforÊserviceÊandÊspiritualÊ
fellowshipÊisÊanÊideaÊnowÊbeingÊdiscussed.ÊÊContactÊNeilÊYeagerÊorÊMikeÊMortenssonÊtoÊdiscussÊhowÊ
youÊcouldÊparticipate.Ê 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:ÊÊÊManyÊpeopleÊnowÊofferÊtheirÊtimeÊandÊserviceÊtoÊtheÊprogramsÊofÊ
FUMCÊbutÊweÊneedÊmoreÊvolunteersÊtoÊcontinueÊandÊexpandÊGod’sÊloveÊtoÊothers.ÊÊAÊfewÊopportuni-
tiesÊforÊyouÊincludeÊbeingÊaÊwelcomingÊhostÊatÊservices,Ê lightingÊcandles,ÊhelpingÊ inÊkitchenÊduties,Ê
settingÊupÊtablesÊforÊgatherings,ÊassistingÊtheÊThriftÊStore,ÊandÊmore.Ê ÊContactÊ theÊChurchÊofficeÊtoÊ
becomeÊaÊFUMCÊvolunteer. 
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   ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, EPIPHANY, AND BEYOND 

Submitted by Mike Mortensson 

 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊallÊwhoÊcontributedÊtoÊourÊbeautifulÊAdventÊandÊChristmasÊEveÊServices.ÊÊ--ÊÊtheÊChoir,Ê
theÊBells,ÊtheÊAdventÊCandleÊLighters,ÊtheÊonesÊwhoÊarrangeÊtheÊaltarÊeveryÊweek,Ê(andÊtheÊsoupÊ
chefs,Êlet’sÊnotÊforgetÊthem—weÊdidÊenjoyÊthoseÊafter-serviceÊlunches).ÊÊTheÊpoinsettiasÊwereÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
absolutelyÊgorgeousÊ–ÊthankÊyouÊNeilÊforÊgettingÊthose.ÊÊTheyÊaddÊsoÊmuchÊtoÊourÊCandlelightÊÊÊÊÊÊ
Service.ÊÊ 

WeÊhopeÊyouÊenjoyedÊtheÊoutsideÊofÊtheÊchurchÊduringÊAdvent.ÊOurÊthanksÊtoÊTrisciaÊShandaÊandÊ
KeithÊGarlockÊofÊtheÊGarlockÊTreeÊFarmÊforÊtheÊChristmasÊtree.ÊÊThanksÊalsoÊtoÊTiffanyÊShanda,ÊNeilÊ
andÊMikeÊforÊtheÊlightingÊandÊtoÊtheÊJohnson/MortenssonÊfamiliesÊforÊtheÊmangerÊscene. 

IfÊyouÊwereÊnotÊableÊtoÊbeÊwithÊusÊthisÊyear,ÊweÊsincerelyÊhopeÊweÊwillÊbeÊseeingÊyouÊsoon. 

 

OurÊChristmasÊservicesÊareÊoverÊbutÊinÊtheÊwordsÊofÊHowardÊThurman: 

 

“The Work of Christmas Begins” 

WhenÊtheÊsongÊofÊtheÊangelsÊisÊstilled, 

WhenÊtheÊstarÊinÊtheÊskyÊisÊgone, 

WhenÊtheÊkingsÊandÊprincesÊareÊhome, 

WhenÊtheÊshepherdsÊareÊbackÊwithÊtheirÊflock, 

TheÊworkÊofÊChristmasÊbegins: 

ToÊfindÊtheÊlost, 

ToÊhealÊtheÊbroken, 

ToÊfeedÊtheÊhungry, 

ToÊreleaseÊtheÊprisoner, 

ToÊrebuildÊtheÊnations, 

ToÊbringÊpeaceÊamongÊpeople, 

ToÊmakeÊmusicÊinÊtheÊheart 

 

Please join us at FUMC as we strive to follow these words! 

 

. 
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Trustee Treasures 

Respectfully submitted by Neil Yeager 

 

TheÊFUMCÊBoardÊofÊTrusteesÊcontinuesÊtoÊfo-
cusÊonÊtheÊbettermentÊofÊourÊchurchÊcampus.ÊÊ 

QuarterlyÊmeetingsÊforÊtheÊBoardÊofÊTrusteesÊ
occurÊonÊtheÊthirdÊTuesdayÊofÊtheÊmonthÊatÊ8:00ÊpmÊinÊtheÊEducationÊBuildingÊcor-
nerÊConferenceÊRoom.ÊÊMeetingsÊwillÊbeÊheldÊonÊJanuaryÊ16,ÊÊAprilÊ16,ÊJulyÊ16,ÊandÊ
OctoberÊ15.ÊÊTheÊJanuaryÊmeetingÊwillÊselectÊtheÊChairpersonÊforÊtheÊcomingÊyear. 

WeÊareÊpleasedÊtoÊannounceÊthatÊaÊlocalÊchoralÊgroupÊcalledÊtheÊAcornÊMusecologyÊ
ProjectÊwillÊbeÊholdingÊpracticesÊinÊWiebeÊHallÊonÊThursdayÊeveningsÊfromÊ6:30ÊtoÊ
9:30Êpm.ÊÊThisÊisÊaÊnon-profitÊgroupÊofÊaboutÊ20Êsingers. 

Reminder:ÊÊTheÊWIFIÊinÊWiebeÊHallÊisÊavailableÊforÊanyoneÊusingÊourÊfacility. 

TPLINK-3B73ÊÊorÊTPLINK-3B73-5gÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
Password/PINÊÊÊ32237320 

 

EffectiveÊJanuaryÊ10thÊTheÊFoodÊClosetÊwillÊmoveÊit’sÊoperationsÊ
intoÊtheÊHallÊandÊdiscontinueÊtheÊdriveÊthru.ÊÊIndividualsÊwillÊnowÊbeÊ
ableÊtoÊchooseÊtheÊitemsÊtheyÊneedÊandÊwantÊandÊourÊvolunteersÊ
willÊbeÊoutÊofÊtheÊcoldÊandÊrain!!ÊÊÊ 

FYI:ÊÊtheÊparkingÊlotÊwillÊmoreÊthanÊlikelyÊbeÊfullÊonÊFoodÊClosetÊ
days,ÊsoÊifÊpossibleÊitÊwouldÊbeÊbestÊtoÊavoidÊtheÊcampusÊuntilÊ1:30pmÊonÊFoodÊ
ClosetÊDays. 
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UMW  12pm  
Monday,  January 8th  

Brown Bag Lunch Meeting 
  

Finance  12:15pm 
ÊSunday,ÊJanuaryÊ14thÊ 

 
 

Trustees 8pm 
Tuesday,ÊJanuaryÊ16th 

 

Prime Timers 12pm 

Wednesday,ÊJanuaryÊ17thÊÊ 
 

Kallah  11:30am 

Monday,ÊJanuaryÊ22nd 
 

 Food Closet   
 11:30am-1pm 
Wednesday,Ê 

JanuaryÊ10thÊ&Ê24thÊ 
 

Church Council 12:25pm 
Sunday,ÊJanuaryÊ28thÊ 

JanuaryÊ1st  VickieÊHolden 

JanuaryÊ6th  JoyÊDerry 

JanuaryÊ22nd Monique-Cheri 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊJanuaryÊ22ndÊ 

JosephÊ7ÊKatherineÊBestÊSmith 

 

 Worship Leaders and Scripture Readers 
 

JanuaryÊ7thÊ  VickieÊHolden  NeilÊYeager 

JanuaryÊ14thÊ ChrisÊPinney   BobbieÊFortunati 

JanuaryÊ21stÊÊ MikeÊMortensson  KnoelÊOwen 

JanuaryÊ28thÊÊ MichaelÊStanford  BarbaraÊSt.ÊLouis  

Happy January  
Birthdays 
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  January  2024   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 New Year's Day 

  
2 
 

3 
Choir 4:30pm 
 

4 
Acorn Choir 
6:30-9:30pm 
 
 

5 
  

6 
Strings 
10am-12pm 

Ukes 12-1pm 

 
 AA 7-9pm Hall 

7 
 Communion 
Sunday 
11am Worship 
AA 3:30-5pm 
Fireside 

8 
 UMW Noon 

9 
 

10 
Food Closet  

11:30-1pm 
  
NO CHOIR 
 

11 
Acorn Choir 
6:30-9:30pm 
 
 
 

12 
  

13 
Strings 
10am-12pm 

Ukes 12-1pm 

 
 AA 7-9pm Hall 

14 
11am Worship 
12:15 Finance 
AA 3:30-5pm 
Fireside 

15 Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
 
Holiday Ofc Closed 

16 
Trustees 8pm 

17 
Choir 4:30pm 
 

18 
Acorn Choir 
6:30-9:30pm 
 

19 
  

20 
Strings 
10am-12pm 

Ukes 12-1pm 

 
 AA 7-9pm Hall 

21 
11am Worship 
AA 3:30-5pm 
Fireside 

22 
 Kallah 11:30 

23 
 

24 
Food Closet  

11:30-1pm 
  
Choir 4:30pm 
 

25 
Acorn Choir 
6:30-9:30pm 
 
Info for Feb. 
Grapevine Due 
 

26 
  

27 
Strings 
10am-12pm 

Ukes 12-1pm 

 
 AA 7-9pm Hall 

28 
11am Worship 
12:15 Church 
Council 
AA 3:30-5pm 
Fireside 

29 
  

30 
 

31 
Choir 4:30pm 
 

Bells will return to practice on  
February 7th 


